
FAITH AND DECISIONS  
HOW TO MAKE WISE DECISIONS
• A dream is worthless unless you wake up and get to work on it. 
• God’s principles for making wise decisions 
• Pray for guidance.  
• Before you do anything else, get’s God’s perspective on the issue. 
• James 1:5, Proverbs 28:26 
➢Ask: What does God want?  
➢Get the facts.



•There is no contradiction between faith and fact. It’s 
wise to find out all you can before you make a decision. 
•Proverbs 13:16, Proverbs 18:13 
➢Ask: What do I need to know before I make this 
decision? 

➢Ask for advice. 
•Proverbs 3:5-6, Proverbs 20:18, Proverbs 24:6 
• It is wise to learn from experience, but it is wiser to 
learn from the experiences of others. 

➢Ask: Who can I talk to?



➢Calculate the cost. 
• Every decision has a price tag. 
• Proverbs 20:25 
• Making a quick decision is not as important as making the right 

decision, and a right decision is an informed decision. 
• Luke 14:28-31 
➢Ask: Is it worth it? 
➢Prepare for problems. 
• Proverbs 27:12 
• You can’t ignore problems because they are not going to ignore you. 

Prepare for problems, but don’t try to solve all of them ahead of 
time.



➢Ask: What could go wrong? 
➢Face your fears. 
• Fear is the root of all indecision. 
• Ecclesiastes 11:4 
• Perfectionism paralyzes potential. The basic commitments of 
life must be made under imperfect conditions. 
• Romans 8:31 
➢Ask: What am I afraid of? 
• Not to decide is to decide. What decision are you facing that 
could be a step of faith? 
• Jeremiah 33:3



• Why does God allow us the freedom to make choices? 
 BIBLE READING: Genesis 2:15-25 
• We can learn from our mistakes. God gave Adam responsibility for the garden 

and told him not to eat from "the tree of the knowledge of good and evil“. 
• Rather than physically preventing him from eating, God gave Adam a choice, 

and thus the possibility of choosing wrongly. God still gives us choices, and we, 
too, often choose wrongly.  
• These wrong choices may cause us pain, but they can help us learn and grow 

and make better choices in the future. Living with the consequences of our 
choices teaches us to think and choose more carefully. 

  
• We can demonstrate our obedience to God through the choices we make. 

God wanted Adam to obey, but God gave Adam the freedom to choose.  
• Without choice, Adam would have been like a prisoner, and his obedience 

would have been hollow.  
• The two trees provided an exercise in choice, with rewards for choosing to 

obey and sad consequences for choosing to disobey. When you are faced with 
the choice, always choose to obey God.
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How can we make good decisions?  

• BIBLE READING: Nehemiah 1:1-11 
• Prayer is an essential resource in good decision making. Heartfelt prayers like 

Nehemiah's can help clarify (1) any problem you may be facing, (2) God's great 
power to help you, and (3) the job you have to do.  
• By the end of his prayer time, Nehemiah knew what action he had to take. When 

God's people pray, difficult decisions fall into proper perspective, and appropriate 
actions follow. 

  
• BIBLE READING: Proverbs 18:10-17 
• Wise decisions result from seeking information. Among these concise 

statements, there are three basic principles for making sound decisions: (1) get 
the facts before answering; (2) be open to new ideas; (3) make sure you hear both 
sides of the story before judging. All three principles center around seeking 
additional information. This is difficult work, but the only alternative is prejudice
—judging before getting the facts.
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How can we make good decisions?  
• BIBLE READING: John 5:16-30 
• Jesus is our best model for good decision making. Because of his unity 

with God, Jesus lived as God wanted him to live.  
• Because of our identification with Jesus, we must honor him and live as 

he wants us to live. Asking ourselves the questions, What would Jesus do? 
and What would Jesus have me do? may help us make the right choices. 
•  BIBLE READING: James 1:2-8 
• Good decisions can be made in spite of doubts. Doubt leaves a person 

as unsettled as the restless waves. If you want to stop being tossed 
about, rely on God to show you what is best for you.  
• Ask him for wisdom, and trust that he will give it to you. Then your 

decisions will be sure and solid.
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How do actions and faith fit together?  
  
• BIBLE READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
• Actions mean little without underlying faith. Although Abram had been 

demonstrating his faith through his actions, it was believing in the Lord, not his 
actions, that made Abram right with God (Romans 4:1-5).  

• God credited righteousness to Abram because of his faith. We too can have a right 
relationship with God by trusting him with our life.  

• Our outward actions—church attendance, prayer, good deeds—will not by themselves 
make us right with God. A right relationship is based on faith—the heartfelt inner 
confidence that God is who he says he is and does what he says he will do. Right 
actions follow naturally as by-products. 

•  BIBLE READING: Luke 3:1-18 
• Faith naturally leads to action. Confession and a changed life are inseparable. Faith 

without works is lifeless (James 2:14-26). Jesus' harshest words were to the 
respectable religious leaders who lacked the desire for real change. They wanted to 
be known as religious authorities, but they didn't want to change their hearts and 
minds. Thus, their lives were unproductive. Repentance must be tied to action, or it 
isn't real. Following Jesus means more than saying the words; it means acting on what 
he says.
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• BIBLE READING: Matthew 5:13-20 
• There must be genuine faith behind actions. The Pharisees' weakness was that 

they were content to obey the laws outwardly without allowing God to change their 
hearts (or attitudes).  
• They looked pious, but they were far from the kingdom of God. God judges our 

heart as well as our deeds, for the heart determines our real allegiance. Be just as 
concerned about your attitudes, which people don't see, as your actions, which are 
seen by all. 
• BIBLE READING: Esther 4:1-17 
• God uses the actions of faithful people. After the decree to kill the Jews was 

given, Mordecai and Esther could have despaired, decided to save only themselves, 
or just waited for God's intervention. 
• Instead, they saw that God had placed them in their positions for a purpose, so 

they seized the moment and acted. When it is within our power to save others, we 
must do so. In a life-threatening situation, don't withdraw, behave selfishly, wallow 
in despair, or wait for God to fix everything. Instead, ask God for his direction, and 
act! God may have placed you where you are "for just such a time as this." 
• BIBLE READING: James 1:19-27 
• Believing God's Word will lead to obeying God's Word. It is important to know 

what God's Word says, but it is much more important to obey it. We can measure 
the effectiveness of our Bible study time by the effect it has on our behavior and 
attitudes.
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When is more required than prayer? 

• BIBLE READING: Exodus 14:5-18 
• Prayer should not be used to avoid action. The Lord told Moses to stop 

praying and get moving!  
• Prayer must have a vital place in our life, but there is also a place for action. 

Sometimes we know what to do, but we pray for more guidance as an excuse to 
postpone doing it.  
• If we know what we should do, then it is time to get moving. 
• BIBLE READING: 1 Samuel 7:1-17 
• Obedience overcomes a sense of God's absence. Sorrow gripped Israel for 

twenty years. The ark was put away like an unwanted box in an attic, and it 
seemed as if the Lord had abandoned his people.  
• Samuel, now a grown man, roused the people to action by saying that if they 

were truly sorry, they should do something about it. How easy it is for us to 
complain about our problems, even to God, while we refuse to act, to change, 
and to do what he requires. We don't even take the advice he has already given 
us. Do you ever feel as if God has abandoned you? Check to see if there is 
anything he has already told you to do. You may not be able to receive new 
guidance until you have acted on his previous directions.
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• All of us make hundreds of choices every day. Most choices have no right or 
wrong attached to them—like what you wear or what you eat. But we always 
face decisions that carry a little more weight. We don't want to do wrong, and 
we don't want to cause others to do wrong, so how can we make such decisions? 
• If I choose one course of action: 
• ... does it help my witness for Christ? (1 Corinthians 9:19-22)  
• ... am I motivated by a desire to help others know Christ? (1 Corinthians 9:23; 

10:33)  
• ... does it help me do my best? (1 Corinthians 9:25)  
• ... is it against a specific command in Scripture and would thus cause me to sin? 

(1 Corinthians 10:12)  
• ... is it the best and most beneficial course of action? (1 Corinthians 10:23, 33)  
• ... am I thinking only of myself, or do I truly care about the other person? (1 

Corinthians 10:24)  
• ... am I acting lovingly or selfishly? (1 Corinthians 10:28-31)  
• ... does it glorify God? (1 Corinthians 10:31)  
• ... will it cause someone else to sin? (1 Corinthians 10:32) 
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One way to evaluate spiritual maturity is by looking at the choices we make. The writer of Hebrews notes many of the ways these 
choices change with personal growth. Hebrews 4:11-16  
 

Mature Choices Versus Immature Choices

• Teaching others • rather than • just being taught

• Developing depth of understanding • rather than • struggling with the basics

• Self-evaluation • rather than • self-criticism

• Seeking unity • rather than • promoting disunity

• Desiring spiritual challenges • rather than • desiring entertainment

• Careful study and observation • rather than • opinions and halfhearted efforts

• Active faith • rather than • cautious apathy and doubt

• Confidence • rather than • fear

• Feelings and experiences evaluated 
in the light of God's Word • rather than • experiences evaluated according to 

feelings



DECISIONS  

• teach us to be responsible—Genesis 2:15-17 
•deciding daily to follow God—Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
•don't delay them when God gives you all the facts—
Judges 6:37-39 
•have lasting consequences—Judges 16:1-31 
•weigh both positives and negatives—1 Samuel 8:19-20  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DECISIONS  

•don't let impatience affect yours—1 Samuel 13:11-12 
•may need to seek more options—2 Samuel 11:15 
• getting support for yours—Psalm 1:1-6; Proverbs 11:14, 15:22 
•don't let money affect yours—Luke 18:18-30 
• how prayer helps in—Nehemiah 1:5ff 
•principles for making sound ones—Proverbs 18:13,15, 17 
• identify your motives when making—Proverbs 21:2 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DECISIONS  
• following Christ requires difficult decisions—Matthew 
8:18-22, 9:9-12, 16:24-26 
•maintain an eternal perspective when making—Matthew 
16:26; Jn 3:16 
• taking responsibility for yours—Matthew 27:24 
•you must decide for yourself who Jesus is—John 18:31ff 
•how peer pressure affects them—Lukea 23:13-25 
• indecision about Christ is deciding against him—John 
3:36 
•making wise ones in difficult circumstances—James 1:5
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• APPROPRIATE FEAR 
• What does it mean to fear God? 
• BIBLE READING: Deut. 10:12-22 
• Fear of God is motivated by his awesome power and justice. In saying that the 

Lord is God of gods and Lord of lords, Moses was distinguishing the true God from 
all the local gods worshiped throughout the land. Then Moses went a step further, 
calling God "mighty and awesome." He has such awesome power and justice that 
people cannot stand before him without his mercy. Fortunately, his mercy toward 
his people is unlimited. When we begin to grasp the extent of God's mercy toward 
us, we see what true love is and how deeply God loves us. Our fear of what he 
might do to us is transformed into a reverence and awe before his great mercy. 
Although our sins deserve severe judgment, God has chosen to show love and 
mercy to all who seek him. 
• BIBLE READING: Psalm 25:1-22 
• Knowing God increases reverent fear. To fear the Lord is to recognize God for 

who he is: holy, almighty, righteous, pure, all-knowing, all-powerful, and all-wise. 
When we regard God correctly, we gain a clearer picture of ourselves: sinful, 
weak, frail, and needy. When we recognize who God is and who we are, we will 
fall at his feet in humble respect. Only then will he show us how to choose his way.
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• Fearing God leads to knowing him more fully. "Friendship with the Lord 
is reserved for those who fear him." God offers intimate and lasting 
friendship to those who revere him, who hold him in highest honor.  
• What relationship could ever compare with having the Lord of all creation 

for a friend? Your everlasting friendship with God will grow as you revere 
him. 

• BIBLE READING: Exodus 20:1-26 
• Fearing God does not mean being terrified of him. Throughout the Bible 

we find this phrase, "Don't be afraid." God wasn't trying to scare the 
people. 
• He was showing his mighty power so the Israelites would know he was the 

true God and would therefore obey him. If they would do this, he would 
make his power available to them. God wants us to follow him out of love 
rather than fear. To overcome fear, we must think more about his love. 
First John 4:18 says that, "perfect love expels all fear."
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• AVOIDABLE FEAR 
• How can we handle our fears?  
• BIBLE READING: Genesis 15:1-21 
• The promise of God's protection can keep us from fear. Why would Abram be 

afraid? Perhaps he feared revenge from the kings he had just defeated (Genesis 
14:15). God gave him two good reasons for courage: (1) he promised to defend 
Abram, and (2) he promised to give Abram great blessings. When you fear what 
lies ahead, remember that God will stay with you through difficult times and 
that he has promised you great blessings.  
• BIBLE READING: Joshua 1:1-18 
• Be careful not to leave God out of your thinking. Joshua's new job consisted 

of leading more than 2 million people into a strange new land and conquering 
it. What a challenge—even for a man of Joshua's caliber! Every new job is a 
challenge. Without God it can be frightening. With God it can be a great 
adventure. Just as God was with Joshua, he is with us as we face our new 
challenges. We may not conquer nations, but every day we face tough 
situations, difficult people, and temptations. However, God promises that he 
will never abandon us or fail to help us. By asking God to direct us we can 
conquer many of life's challenges.
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• BIBLE READING: Neh. 2:1-20 
• Fears can be resisted by remembering God's greatness. The king noticed 

Nehemiah's sad appearance. This frightened Nehemiah because it was 
dangerous to show sorrow before the king, who could execute anyone who 
displeased him. Anyone wearing sackcloth (mourning clothes) was barred 
from the palace (Esther 4:2). 
• Nehemiah wasn't ashamed to admit his fear, but he refused to allow fear to 

stop him from doing what God had called him to do. When we allow our 
fears to rule us, we make fear more powerful than God. Is there a task God 
wants you to do, but fear is holding you back? God is greater than all your 
fears. Recognizing why you are afraid is the first step in committing it to 
God. Realize that if God has called you to a task, he will help you accomplish 
it. 
• BIBLE READING: Proverbs 29:18-27 
• It is far better to fear God than to fear man. Fear of people can hamper 

everything you try to do. In extreme forms, it can make you afraid to leave 
your home. By contrast, fear of God—respect, reverence, and trust—is 
liberating. Why fear people who can do no eternal harm? Instead, fear God 
who can turn the harm intended by others into good for those who trust him.
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Fear
• two reasons not to—Genesis 15:1 
•what it means to fear the Lord—Job 28:28; Psalm 25:12 
• should not keep us from God—Genesis 21:7 
• running from versus praying about—Genesis 32:9-12 
• it is normal but shouldn't paralyze us—Genesis 46:3-4 
• can keep us from opportunities—Exodus 2:7-8 
• sometimes caused by anticipation—Exodus 4:1  

http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page28
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page820
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page868
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page39
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page62
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page98
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?pub=0&book=69&bookmark=page101


Fear
•don't respond to crisis with—Exodus 14:10-11 
•why God said "Don't be afraid"—Exodus 20:20 
• relationship between fear and love—Exodus 20:20 
• keeps us from utilizing God's power—Deuteronomy 1:22 
•God can cause your enemies to fear you—Deuteronomy 2:25 
• comes when we leave out God—Joshua 1:1-9 
•doesn't excuse us from God's work—Judges 7:10-11 
•evaporates when we trust God—1 Samuel 14:6  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Fear
•becoming preoccupied with—1 Chronicles 11:12-14 
• can immobilize you—1 Chronicles 28:20 
•how to resist it—Nehemiah 2:2-3; Psalm 27:1 
• fear of people versus fear of God—Proverbs 29:25; Isaiah 
8:11-15 
• letting Jesus deal with yours—Mark 6:49-50 
•why you need not fear death—Luke 9:24-25  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Fear
• keeps us from speaking for Christ—Luke 12:4-5; John 
7:13; 12:42-43 
• of life's circumstances—John 6:18 
•how faith overcomes it—John 6:18-19 
• faith makes trouble less frightening—Acts 5:17-18 
•neutralizes effectiveness for God—2 Timothy 1:6-7
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